
Milaca Recreation Park
Rum River Habitat Enhancement Concept

Project Summary
The proposed project will
improve fish habitat,
fishing, and recreational
access within the City of
Milaca's Recreation Park. If
approved by the City, the
project will be fully funded
with a State grant.

Components
100-300 linear feet of Riverbank with
new habitat features likely
including:

o Rock vanes.
o Boulder clusters.
o Regrade eroding slope.
o Stepping-stone features.

Why Rec Park
The proposed project location is upstream of a low head dam that was
removed in 2013 using a separate Outdoor Heritage Fund grant. The dam
had caused the upstream river channel to become widened, uniformly
shallow, and without variation in flows that are important to fish. Adding
habitat features can help increase fish habitat, quality fishing, and
recreational access.

Status & Timeline
Funds are secured. A concept is done. Upcoming work would include:

Fall 2026- City approval. Design refinement in collaboration with the City.

Winter 2026-27- Permitting. Construction bidding.

2027- Construction, preferably during lower water.

Outcomes
Improved access
Improved fish habitat & fishing

Estimated Cost
Engineering/Permitting: $5k - $10k
Construction: $45k - $90k
Total: $50k-$100k

Funding
Anoka Conservation District* 100%
City of Milaca 0%
Mille Lacs SWCD 0%

Roles
The Anoka Conservation District (ACD)- Design, permitting, construction
bidding & oversight, and funding.

City-Provide input on the design to any extent it chooses. Assign a point
person with whom ACD can coordinate construction so it is minimally
disruptive to park users. Leave the project in place. No active
maintenance is expected to be needed.

Mille Lacs SWCD- Input on the design.

Permits
DNR and other permits will be required. Securing & paying for permits is
the Anoka Conservation District's responsibility. The MN DNR has already
provided input on the project concept, so likelihood of securing the DNR
permit is high.

*State grant from the Outdoor Heritage
Council. These funds originate from the
Clean Water, Land, and Legacy
Amendment. The Anoka Conservation
District has secured this grant to work
with partners throughout the full length
of the Rum River to improve habitat.
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