
 

 

 

 
One of the fields located south of Bogus Brook 

 
 
 
 
     

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Non structural Ag – Cover Crops 

Location: Across Milaca GMZ 

Project Status: 

Initiated: 9/11/2026 

Contract Approved: 

Completed: 

Funding: 

Total Cost: $7,050.00 

Funding Assistance: 
$7,050.00 

Flat Rate $50/acre/year for 
three years on 141 acres 

BWSR Soil Health Delivery 

Resource Concern: 

Soil health, run off, erosion 

 

Project Summary 
 
Melissa Willits is looking to continue exploring soil health practices 
with cover crops. She has chosen to put cover crops on 141 acres, 
majority of which are in the Bogus Brook Sub watershed. Winter 
cereal rye will be drilled into fields immediately after harvest to 
provide living cover through the winter, reduce compaction, and 
increase organic matter. The rye will be drilled at a rate of at least 
66lbs/acre pure live seed to provide dense cover and ensure seed 
to soil contact. The rye will be terminated in the spring with 
herbicide when the next cash crop is being planted. The fields are 
all in the Milaca GMZ and this practice will be a step towards the 
Rum River Watershed Partnership goal of implementing 1,000 
acres of non-structural soil health practices in Priority Waterbody 
Sub watershed Areas. Using the MPCA BMP Effects Estimator Tool 
(BEET) pollution reduction will be 214lbs/yr Nitrogen, 15lbs/yr 
Phosphorus, and 7 tons/yr Total Suspended Solids. 
 

Cereal Winter Rye 
(Secale cereale) is a 
cover crop with a later 
planting date than most 
species. With the last of 
the growing season, it 
grows and protects soils 
over winter. In the spring 
rye will keep growing, 
termination method is 
important to ensure the 
cover crop does not 
affect the cash crop. 
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US Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Cover Crops 340

November 2018

Note: Yellow areas indicate required data.  Blue areas indicate optional data.

Name:

Address:

Field No.:

Section: Township: Range: Acres:

Indicate the decision-maker's objective(s) for applying cover crop, in priority order (1, 2, 3,etc.)

1 Reduce Erosion from Wind & Water Suppress excessive weed pressures & break pest cycles.

Improve Soil Moisture use efficiency Maintain or increase soil health & organic matter content. 

Minimize Soil Compaction Reduce water quality degradation by utilizing excessive    

 soil nutrients.  

Seeding Method:

55 215 27.52

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

- 0.00

27.52

Planned Seeding Depth (inches): 1.125

Notes:

Planned By: Date:

Approved By: Date: JAA:

Total lbs/PLS Total Seeds per Sq/Ft

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Seeds per 

Sq/Ft

Total PLS 

lbs

-

-

-

Rate of PLS lb/ac

-

-

-

-

Oct 15- Nov 17 Termination Method:

Terminate cover crops only after they have achieved 8 to 10 inches of growth for erosion control

Management 

Considerations: 

Weeds will be controlled with clipping or proper herbicides as needed following product label directions and current U of M 

Use recommendations. Species marked with an asterisk (*) require Rhizobium  inoculation.

Seeding Window:

Fertilizer Applied:

-

Seeding Depth 

(inches)Crop Type

-

CG

--

Acres
Percent of Full 

Rate of PLS

Full Seed 

Rate of PLS 

lb/acCover Crop Species

Rye, Winter Cereal 120% 66.00

Herbicide

-

-

-

Soybeans and CornPrimary Crop Planted

-

-

-

-

None

Minnesota Cover Crop Design Worksheet

1331 Ivory St, Mora, MN 55051

Program:

--

-

-

2

Contract Item No.:

14190

Single species cover crops will generally produce less total biomass than cover crop mixes containing multiple crop types

0.75 - 1.5

-

Melissa Willits, Daily Bread Custom Farming

Contract #:BWSR-P25-0526-SoilHealthDelivery-2

215

3

-

-

-

-

-

-

multiple

-

Siena Storm

Estimated PLS seeding rate (lbs/acre): 66

120%

-

- -

-

-

-

10/5/2026

-

Planned Cover Crop Mixture

-

-

-

Siena Storm 10/5/2025 1

-

-

-

14190.0

-

-

Incorporated Seed Non-Incorporated Seed
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Name:

Address:

Site location:

Section: Township:

inches

Total Lbs:

inches

Notes and Comments:

Producer Signature Date

I certify that the above information does / does not meet NRCS specifications for design and installation.

Conservationist Signature Date JAA

Irrigated:

Planting Method:

Termination Method:

Date Planted:

-

Weed Control (chemical/mechanical):

Cover Crop Certification Worksheet

Fertility Used:

Species 

-

-

Melissa Willits, Daily Bread Custom Farming

Planting Depth:

Instructions: Document producer's actual cover crop planting information below.  Attach or include photos of the cover crop to this 

Job Sheet.

-

Rye, Winter Cereal

Practice Check Out Conditions

Site Preparation:

BWSR-P25-0526-

Program:

Contract #:

Contract Item #:multiple

Total PLS 

Pounds Planted

Range: Acres Planted: 215.0

-

0

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1331 Ivory St, Mora, MN 55051

-

-

Cover Crop Height at 

Termination:

-

-

-

-

-
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