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Sunny and Low *arden for Pollinators 7hese plants were selected for their drought tolerance and
height. 0ost are ��µ or under, ranging to ��µ in the center.
3lants in this design are tough enough for a dry boulevard. 

3rairie 
'ropseed 
)ine leaves 
create �’ high 
mounds of 
te[ture that will 
offset the 
height and 
color of the 
blooms around 
it, 3rairie 
'ropseed is 
most beautiful 
in groups. 

�� plants 

Wild Strawberry 
7his low 
ground�cover 
will spread 
throughout this 
planting, 
helping to 
stabili]e soil 
and conserve 
moisture and 
providing tiny 
but delicious 
early summer 
fruit. 

$ low�growing 
native coral bell
$lumroot 
provides early 
blooms and it’s 
crisp leaves will 
looN great 
against the 
te[tures of 
Butterfly 
0ilNweed and 
3rairie 'ropseed
grass. 

3urple 3rairie 
&lover is a 
graceful legume 
that forms a 
vase�shape of 
blooming stems 
beloved by 
pollinators. ,t is 
not a favored 
food of deer or 
rabbits and is 
e[tremely 
drought 
resistant. 

plants 

, 
1arrow Leafed 
&oneflower 
0innesota’s only 
native 
coneflower, it is 
shorter than its 
relative 3urple 
coneflower, but 
with similar 
flowers, +ost plan
of the Ottoe 
SNipper butterfly. 

� plants 

t 

Butterfly 
0ilNweed’s 
bright 
mid�summer 
fireworNs attract 
butterflies and 
bees aliNe. 
9ibrant color and 
tough, this plant 
can handle 
boulevard 
conditions, 
Butterfly 0ilNweed 
is ama]ing� 

�� plants 

height 24” 

1L B0 � plants WB 3( S$ 

3early 
(verlasting 
attracts bees 
and butterflies 
and blooms in 
the hottest 
time of the 
summer when 
pollinator foods 
are sometimes 
scarce. 
Beautiful fu]]y 
silver foliage. 

� plants 

SilNy $ster 
7his aster has a
sprawling habi
and is best 
supported by 
other plants. ,t i
a host plant for
Silvery 
&hecNerspot 
larva. Blooms 
last from 
summer into 
late fall. 

� plants 

t 
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height 24” 

3' 

height 8” 
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�� plants
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$5 
� plants
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1ote� 
7o maNe this 
planting smaller, 
eliminate the center 
portion of the design
shown in the dotted 
blacN line. 

.eep plants 
in groups to 
create more visual 
impact and maNe 
it easier for 
pollinators to 
forage efficiently. 

Low growing plants 
are on the edges, 
taller plants 
in the center. 

,

are on the edges, 
taller plants 
in the center. 

)eatured 3ollinator� 
0innesota
s State Bee 
5usty�3atched Bumble Bee 
Bombus affinis 
.ey nectar and pollen 
plants include 3urple 3rairie
&lover, 1arrow Leafed 
&oneflower, Butterfly 
0ilNweed, Wild Bergamot 
and SilNy $ster 

bwsr.state.mn.us�creating�residential�pollinator�habitat

Wild Bergamot
One of the best 
plants for 
attracting 
native 
pollinators, 
some people 
call it ‘Sweet 
Leaf’ because 
the edible 
foliage can be 
made into a 
minty tea. 



8se plants found within their natural range, this helps protect nearby
native plant communities and provides plant species that are sureSubstitutions for selected species 
to be compatible with local insect populations. 

3rairie 
'ropseed 

Little Blue�
stem, Side
Oats 
*rama,
+airy
*rama, Blue
*ramm,
3urple Love
*rass,
3ennsylvania
Sedge
,
BicNnell’s 
Sedge 

Wild 
Strawberry 

3ussytoes,
Bearberry
,
)alse 
Strawberry
,
&reeping
7hyme�,
Sedum�,
Wild 3etunia,
3rairie SmoNe,
&reeping
Speedwell�

&reeping
3hlo[�,
+arebells
,
*round 
3lum 

3urple 3rairie
&lover 

Lead 3lant,
Wild Lupine,
Wild Blue 
,ndigoA,
&ream Wild 
,ndigoA,
3erennial 
Salvia�,
*iant 
+yssop,
+oary
9ervain,
Snee]eweedA,
&anada 
$nemone 

1arrow Leafed 
&oneflower 

'ense 
Bla]ingstar,
3urple
&oneflower,
3ale 
&oneflower,
3rairie Onion,
)o[glove
3enstemon,
Large�)lowered
3enstemon,
Sweet 
BlacN�(yed
Susan, BlanNet 
)lower hybrids� 

Butterfly
0ilNweed 

&ommon 
0ilNweed,
3rairie 
LarNspur,
(vening
3rimrose,
)lowering
Spurge,
Lead 3lant,
3rairie 3hlo[,
Wild Blue 
3hlo[
,
3oppy
0allow� 
$utumn -oy
Sedum 

Wild 
Bergamot 

Bee Balm 
+ybrids�
,
Spotted
+orsemint,
0ountain 
0int 
, 1ew
-ersey 7ea,
&atmint,
5ussian 
Sage�A,
Lamb’s (ar�,
&ulver’s 
5oot,
Bugbane
 

3early 
(verlasting 

&ommon 
<arrow,
<arrow 
cultivars�,
&alico 
$ster
,
&alamintha�,
&atmint�A,
&ornflower�,
'ianthus�,
Borage�,
Oregano�,
3rairie 5oseA,
Lamb’s 
(ar�, 

$lumroot 

Bishop’s &ap
, 
Wild *inger
, 
&oral Bells�, 
Lady’s 0antle�, 
Berginia�
, 
+ostas�
, 
3rairie &oreopsis, 
3rairie Onion, 
-acob’s Ladder
, 
Wild *eranium
, 
Oval�leaf 
0ilNweed, 
'owny Wood 
0int�
 

• non-native * Shade alternative ^ Larger Plant -use 1 plant to replace 3 shown in template

3(5(11,$L 3L$17S 
� 3repare your new

75((S 	 S+58BS 

root flare 

� 3repare your new garden bed.
garden bed. 8se methods 8se methods found
found on BWS5’s &reating 5esidential on BWS5’s &reating 5esidential
3ollinator +abitat page 3ollinator +abitat web�page

� 'ig a hole as deep and ��� si]es wider � 'ig a hole as deep andthan the pot. 5emove the pot. ��� si]es wider than the
pot.� Loosen roots and remove any roots

that have growing a circle around the
base of the plant. � 5emove the pot.

� 7he soil level should be Must � Loosen roots and remove any
below the flare of the tree roots growing in a circle around
or shrub and the base of the base of the plant.
your plant.

� 0ulch around the plant,
� Spread roots, then re�fill hole. 7amp soil down but don’t place mulch

gently around the roots. 0ulch around the plant, against the stem.
but don’t place mulch against the trunN.

� Water immediately after� Water immediately after planting, planting, then once athen once a weeN for the first summer weeN for the first summer.

3lanting 7ips for new gardeners 

SilNy $ster 

+eath $ster,
$romatic 
$ster, SNy
Blue $sterA,
0aryland
)igwort,
White 
8pland
$ster, *iant
+yssop,
White Sage,
&ream 
*entian, Stiff
*oldenrod 

�
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