
Mille Lacs Soil & Water Conservation District 

It is the mission of the Mille Lacs Soil and Water Conservation District to 
assist area people with soil and water resource management. 
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SWCD Staff Report/Program Activities – prepared for the October 9, 2019 SWCD Board meeting 
Purpose: This report is intended to provide a moderately detailed summary of actions taken over the course of a month to 
maintain progress on district work plan goals and priorities. The report is not all inclusive of district activities as a whole, nor 
does it list tasks, but instead tracks noteworthy steps taken since the last monthly report. The report functions to provide 
inter-staff collective understanding of how each member’s efforts are contributing to overall district capacity and goals. The 
report also provides transparency and insight into the functioning of the district for the SWCD board and interested 
members of the public. 

Mille Lacs Lake Watershed 

Mille Lacs Lake Watershed Management Group Administration; Process for setting goals and achieving outcomes; 
Develop effective community engagement – Ms. Gallice completed a Shoreland Stewardship Plan for a family owned 
property near Izaty’s resort. Ms. Gallice then met with the family members on site to discuss the Stewardship Plan and help 
them determine which BMPs they might like to install. Their biggest resource concern is shoreline erosion and Ms. Gallice 
discussed several options with them. They are interested in a do-it-yourself approach at this time and Ms. Gallice will assist 
with plant lists and technical advice. 
Ms. Gallice has received technical recommendations and a cost estimate from TSA for a shoreline restoration project on 
Mille Lacs Lake. Ms. Gallice is reviewing the recommendations and will be discussing them with TSA and the landowner. 
Ms. Gallice completed a Compass site visit and is now working on a Shoreland Stewardship Plan for another property near 
Izaty’s. This landowner made contact with MS. Gallice at the Healthy Land Healthy Lake event.  
Requests for price quotes have been sent out for the stormwater runoff project to be installed in Wahkon.  
Ms. Maslowski is working with the group to transition into 2020. Ms. Maslowski and Ms. Shaw are meeting one on one with 
individuals and creating templates to facilitate discussion of the transitions.  

Compass Lake Stewardship process for organizing active citizens – Ms. Maslowski attended an additional two site visits 
with landowners interested in a further role. She is working with Aitkin technician to get questions answered and new 
shoreland stewardship plan rolling. 
Ms. Maslowski participated in the opening of the We Are Water Exhibit on September 21. She provided discussion and 
information at the Compass booth.  

Wahkon Stormwater Management Grant – The City of Wahkon has chosen SEH as the contractor that will create their 
stormwater management plan. SEH has reviewed the contract language and has requested some changes. These changes 
are being reviewed by the county attorney.  

Civic Standards for Decision Making: (way to achieve mission and purpose) 
• All those impacted by the problem are stakeholders and help define the problem in light of civic principles and

the realities of their situation.

• All stakeholders are accountable for contributing resources (leadership/time, knowledge, constituencies &
dollars) to solve the problem.

• All stakeholders are engaged in decision-making and policy-making that contributes to the common good.

• All stakeholders organize key stakeholders in their jurisdiction to achieve solutions and institute policies
grounded in civic principles in the places where they have the authority to act.
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Minnesota Pollution Control Agency - Watershed Pollutant Load Monitoring Network (WPLMN) Contract – Ms. Maslowski 
continues to collect samples for MPCA.  

Agriculture  

Buffer Implementation – Mr. Field did some buffer mapping. Mille Lacs County has five non-compliant parcels owned by 
one landowner.  
 
Soil Health – Mr. Field continues to assist landowners in both Mille Las and Isanti Counties on their cover crops.  
 
Minnesota Agriculture Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) – Mr. Field had a site visit with a new landowner in 
Mille Lacs County. The landowner decided to sign up for the program and Mr. Field has started the process. The landowner 
signed up for cost share for a winter waterer and deep buried pipeline. This will be a piece of an overall rotational grazing 
plan. The landowner showed interest in cover crops, less tillage and soil health. 
Mr. Field had a site visit in Isanti County to certify their cover crop practice and collect a couple signatures for their farm 
certification. Mr. Field is currently waiting on some documentation to certify their cover crops and will be submitting the 
landowner to MDA for certification in early October.  
 
Project Development – Mr. Field has been continuing to check in with his cover crop landowners. He is also working with 
the NRCS to assist a Mille Lacs County landowner with their grassed waterway on their Isanti County property. The 
landowner has signed a cost share application for tile that needs to be included with one of the three waterways. He is also 
working with a landowner on a winter waterer and deep buried pipeline. The project will be a piece of a larger rotational 
grazing project.  
 
Rental Equipment – The Truax was rented two times and planted 43.4 acres. The Tye was rented one time and planted 12 
acres.  
 
NRCS Coordination – Mr. Field continues to complete the USDA farm report survey every week on behalf of the NRCS.  

Administration & Financial  

Records Management, Records Retention Schedule, Policies – No Activity 
 
Financial, Budget, Grant Tracking, Reporting, Etc. –  

• Signed grant agreements were sent to BWSR for approval. 
• Quarterly taxes were completed 
• Invoices were sent to Sherburne SWCD for 1W1P planning grant, to Carlton SWCD for MAQWCP grant and to 

MPCA for the WPLMN contract for water sampling 

Water Management Planning 

SWCD Comprehensive Plan = Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan – The meeting will be held 
October 8. The Advisory committee will review progress on the water plan goals identified for 2019. A guest speaker from 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service will describe the scope of water management activities they are involved in around Mille 
Lacs county. 
 
One Watershed One Plan (1W1P) Rum River – Ms. Maslowski continues to work with Ms. Shaw on the outreach plan and 
participate in meetings. The Implementation Advisory Committee is forming. This committee will be comprised of member 
from around the watershed who represent stakeholders that are needed to implement the plan. Ms. Maslowski drafted 
letters to help connect Cattleman’s Association and Township contacts with a role in the implementation advisory 
committee. Mr. Field has invited a farmer representative. Ms. Shaw has made invites to public health, community 
development, sporting group, private and DNR foresters, and the city of Wahkon and Princeton public works. 
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One Watershed One Plan (1W1P) Snake River – staff have met several times to schedule and initial meeting of the Steering 
committee to plan for work plan development and Policy Committee orientation. 
 
MASWCD Local Government Water Roundtable Workgroup on Watershed-based Funding – No future meeting planned. 
FY20-21 Implementation funding has been announced by the BWSR Board. 

General Conservation  

Nitrate Clinics – Ms. Kuchenbaker will be testing well water for nitrates at the October 17th OCC Event in Milaca. 
 
Youth Education 

Conservation Awareness Day Event –– Done for 2019 
Envirothon Event – Done for 2019 
Education Program Enhancement – No Activity 

 
Rainfall Monitoring – Ms. Kuchenbaker submitted monthly totals. 
 
AgBMP Loan Program – Current funds available for immediate use are $2,196.35.  
 
General Public Assistance – Ms. Gallice is assisting the Princeton Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to track down the status 
of 23 wells within the city’s well head protection area. These wells were originally drilled by MCPA to monitor a Superfund 
clean- up site at Westling Manufacturing. The status of the wells was investigated by the SWCD in 2015. At that time MPCA 
wanted to keep the wells open for additional testing. MPCA will no longer be using the wells for testing and Ms. Gallice is 
waiting to see what decision MPCA makes about sealing the wells. Ms. Gallice has informed MPCA that these wells are 
within the Drinking Water Safety Management Area for the City of Princeton municipal wells.  
 
Ms. Gallice has completed three more project site inspections. Projects must be inspected the first, fifth and ninth year 
after installation. Project inspections are shared with landowners and are a good opportunity to discuss project 
maintenance and any further water quality work the landowner may be interested in as well as keep informed of ownership 
changes. One of the projects inspected this year was the Randy Miskowic shoreline restoration on the Rum River which was 
installed in 2010 with a Clean Water Fund Grant. The MN DNR and BWSR are partnering in a Legacy Fund Restoration 
Evaluation Process that evaluates what’s working and what’s not on Legacy Fund projects. This year they are evaluating 
stream projects and chose the Miskowic as one of the project sites to evaluate. The evaluation process is an opportunity to 
discuss the project and contribute to continuous improvement of restoration practice in Minnesota by highlighting best 
practices, challenges and lessons learned from the field. 

Professional Development/Training  

Ag Technical JAA – October 11 deadline is fast approaching to track JAA through the BWSR elink web portal. 
 
MN St Croix Civic Organizing Agency (leadership cohort) – Ms. Maslowski continues to attend the meeting to build upon 
her work plan strategies. Ms. Shaw is working to describe the changes that have been incorporated deep into the way the 
SWCD does its work and the meaningful outcomes coming from those changes. 

County Agricultural Inspector  

Notices/Reporting/Training/Regional Meetings – Ms. Gallice attended the District 2 meeting on September 12th. Highlights 
include: 
- MDA is looking at developing a Seed Advisory Committee similar to the Weed Advisory Committee to track invasive 
elements in seed.  
 - MDA is offering a new Regional Noxious Weed Grant that is intended to promote regional cooperation over two years 
that address priorities identified by the MDA. More information will come out later in September.  
- District 2 will be in charge of planning the 2020 Annual Short Course training. The training will likely take place in Grand 

6.a.



 

Serving Mille Lacs County Since 1954 
                                                         An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer  P a g e  | 4 

Rapids. Ms. Gallice has been asked to take the lead in recruiting speakers for the event and help out with general planning 
for the event.  
- CAIs may be asked to do sampling of crop and seed screenings being used in animal fed. This will mean working with 
feedlot officers to locate the best sampling sites. 
- Ms. Gallice asked for and received a DNR contact that can assist with information and how and when to harvest bio-
control for Purple loosestrife.  
Ms. Shaw was contacted by the city of Princeton for assistance in planning and funding the control and removal of invasive 
phragmites reed from the waste water treatment ponds. 
Ms. Kuchenbaker is coordinating final reporting for the FY19 MDA weed control grant. The FY20 grant RFP has just been 
released. Staff will need to coordinate with ML county to apply. 
 
Noxious Weed Monitoring & Recommendation to Local Weed Managers – Ms. Gallice reviewed five utility permits for 
noxious weeds in ROWs.  Ms. Gallice is working with the City of Foreston to deal with a complaint about Tansy and Canada 
thistle on a property that borders a neighbor’s hay field.  The Tansy and Thistle had already gone to seed by the time the 
complaint was made and Ms. Gallice has had difficulty contacting the landowner. This complaint was also made in 2018. 
Ms. Gallice will work with both landowners this fall to create an agreement between the two parties on how the weeds will 
be controlled ant reported in 2020.  
 
Biological Control – No Activity 
 
Local Land Manager Weed Meeting – Done for 2019 
 
IRMV Plan Update – No Activity 
 
Noxious Weed Management Effectiveness Assessment – Initial assessment done. No Activity 
 
Pesticide Test Monitoring – No Activity 
 
Seed Sampling – Done for 2019 

Wetlands 

Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) – New wetland violations keep coming. Ms. Shaw is slowing working through the process 
of site assessment, restoration order development and certification of progress on those going through court. 
 
Wetland Outreach – Ms. Kuchenbaker and Ms. Shaw are working with Dillon Hayes to provide guidance to townships which 
will include the offer of individual meetings with interested townships to get all their questions answered.  

Outreach 

Facebook – Ms. Kuchenbaker updated Facebook with fall colors.  The page grew by 6 followers and 5 likes (total followers 
414 and total likes 370) this month. The week of September 15th was septic smart week, each day Ms. Kuchenbaker posted 
a helpful tip. 
 
Website – Ms. Kuchenbaker updated the website with fall colors and found some other items for updating. 
 
County Quarterly Newsletter – No Activity 

Snake River Watershed 

Staff Representation at Meetings – Ms. Shaw attended. It was a brief meeting followed by a staff 1W1P planning 
discussion. 
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SRW Projects – No Activity  

Groundwater  

Drinking Water Supply Management Area Plan Review – City of Princeton provided notice they will be updating their plan. 
Ms. Shaw will provide a response in coordination with MLC Public health and/or Environmental Services. 
 
Observation Well Monitoring – Observation well measurements were taken on September 17th, 2019.  
 
Well Sealing Projects – Ms. Gallice is working with a landowner to seal two large hand dug wells in Onamia. The landowner 
obtained four cost-estimates but they ranged from $975 to $3,250. Ms. Gallice has asked the landowner to go back to the 
contractors to get new cost-estimates that will all include specific items outlined by Ms. Gallice.  
 
County Geologic Atlas – Ms Shaw requested “testimonials” from users of completed atlas’ from the MN Geologic Society.  

Forestry 

Tree Program – Ms. Kuchenbaker and Ms. Gallice started the 2020 tree species list. Ms. Kuchenbaker emailed Wolcyn tree 
farm to see if they would be able to get the desired species. Ms. Kuchenbaker also reached out to the Mille Lacs Band of 
Ojibwe to see what quantities they may be interested in from the tentative list. The Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe orders 
approximately 1500 trees every year.  
 
Forestry Committee/Area Forester – Morrison SWCD notified us that Oak Wilt has been identified on a parcel in ML county 
which would be eligible for their grant assistance to control with a barrier. Ms. Shaw coordinated with the DNR to find out 
what the status to oak wilt is in the county.  
It seems like the forests north of Princeton zone, in Mille Lacs L. Co., are relatively diverse and soils are presumably not 
really sandy, so the potential impact of oak wilt is less. However, the risk for any landowners with higher quality northern 
red oaks is definitely high, at least in the southernmost two townships in the county. Regardless of location or soils, oak wilt 
can drastically reduce quality red oak stand value in a decade if left undetected and unchecked. Also, in a nearly pure stand 
of red oak or bur oak, the ecological impact of oak wilt is great if invasive plants are present or if the land owner desires to 
maintain an oak (young or old) forest. 
Between, 2005 and 2014, oak wilt wasn’t on DNR Forest Health staff’s radar in all of central and southern MN due to job 
changes, the end of a federal grant, and vacancies. The DNR is missing good distribution data over much of MN.  
Moving forward, SWCD staff will coordinate with Tony Miller, DNR forester in Mora to do web-based reporting of 
confirmed sites identified by DNR staff. 

RIM 

Signage – No Activity 
 
Easement Inspection – Ms. Gallice completed two scheduled RIM inspections. All Rim easements are inspected every three 
years. All inspections for 2019 have been completed and reported to BWSR.  
 
Exploring New RIM for Rum River Watershed – Next Rum River partnership staff meeting to discuss will be October 14. 
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FY 2020 STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BOARD OF WATER and SOIL RESOURCES 

CLEAN WATER FUND SWCD LOCAL CAPACITY SERVICES & 
BUFFER LAW IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM 

GRANT AGREEMENT 

Vendor: 0000206026 

PO#: 3000011213 

This Grant Agreement is between the State of Minnesota, acting through its Board of Water and Soil Resources (Board) 
and Mille Lacs SWCD, Historic Courthouse, 635 2nd Street St Milaca  Minnesota 56353 (Grantee). 

This grant is for the following Grant Programs : 
P20-7499 2020 - SWCD Local Capacity Services (Mille Lacs SWCD)  $133,851 
P20-7589 2020 - Buffer Law (Mille Lacs SWCD)  $10,000 

Total Grant Awarded:  $143,851 

Recitals 
1. The Laws of Minnesota 2019, 1st Special Session, Chapter 2, Article 2, Section 7(n), appropriated Clean Water Funds (CWF)

to the Board for the FY 2020 SWCD Local Capacity Services.
2. The Laws of Minnesota 2019, 1st Special Session, Chapter 2, Article 2, Section 7(f), appropriated Clean Water Funds (CWF) to

the Board for the FY 2020 Buffer Law Implementation.
3. The Board adopted Board Order #19-43 to authorize and allocate funds for the FY 2020 SWCD Local Capacity Services and

Board Order #19-33 to authorize and allocate funds for the FY 2020 Buffer Law Implementation.
4. The Grantee has submitted a BWSR approved work plan for this Program which is incorporated into this agreement by

reference.
5. The Grantee represents that it is duly qualified and agrees to perform all services described in this grant agreement to the

satisfaction of the State.
6. As a condition of the grant, Grantee agrees to minimize administration costs.

Authorized Representative 
The State’s Authorized Representative is Melissa Lewis, Assistant Section Manager, BWSR, 520 Lafayette Road North, Saint Paul, MN 
55155, 651-297-4735, or his/her successor, and has the responsibility to monitor the Grantee’s performance and the authority to 
accept the services and performance provided under this Grant Agreement. 

The Grantee’s Authorized Representative is:  District Administrator 
635 2nd St SE 
Milaca, MN 56353 
320-983-2160

If the Grantee’s Authorized Representative changes at any time during this Grant Agreement, the Grantees must immediately notify 
the Board.  

Grant Agreement 
1. Terms of the Grant Agreement.

1.1. Effective date: The date the Board obtains all required signatures under Minn. Stat. § 16B.98, Subd. 5. The State will notify
the Grantee when this grant agreement has been executed.  The Grantee must not begin work under this grant 
agreement until it is executed.   

1.2. Expiration date: December 31, 2022, or until all obligations have been satisfactorily fulfilled, whichever comes first.  

7.d.
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1.3. Survival of Terms: The following clauses survive the expiration date or cancellation of this Agreement: 7. Liability; 8. State 
Audits; 9. Government Data Practices; 11. Publicity and Endorsement; 12. Governing Law, Jurisdiction, and Venue; 14. Data 
Disclosure; and 19. Intellectual Property Rights. 
 

2. Grantee’s Duties. 
The Grantee will comply with required grants management policies and procedures set forth through Minn. Stat § 16B.97, Subd. 
4(a)(1). The Grantee is responsible for the specific duties for the Program as follows: 
2.1. Implementation: The Grantee will implement their work plans, which are incorporated into this Agreement; and, abide by 

the SWCD Conservation Delivery and Capacity Grants Policy for the Local Capacity Services Grants, and FY2020 Clean Water 
Funds Policy for the Buffer Program Implementation Grants.  

2.2. Reporting: All data and information provided in a Grantee’s report shall be considered public. 
2.2.1. The Grantee will submit an annual progress report to the Board by February 1 of each year on the status of program 

implementation by the Grantee. Information provided must conform to the requirements and formats set by the 
Board.  

2.2.2. The Grantee will prominently display on its website the Clean Water Legacy Logo and a link the Legislative 
Coordinating Commission website. 

2.2.3. Final Progress Report: The Grantee will submit a final progress report to the Board by February 1, 2023 or within 30 
days of completion of the project, whichever occurs sooner.  Information provided must conform to the 
requirements and formats set by the Board. 

 
3. Time.  

The Grantee must comply with all the time requirements described in this Grant Agreement.  In the performance of this Grant 
Agreement, time is of the essence.  
 

4. Terms of Payment. 
4.1. All grant funds will be distributed in one installment promptly after the execution of the Grant Agreement.  
4.2. All costs must be incurred within the grant period and all incurred costs must be paid before the amount of unspent grant 

funds is determined.  
4.3. The obligation of the State under this Grant Agreement will not exceed the amount listed above. 
4.4. This grant is an advance payment.  Advance payments allow the grantee to have adequate operating capital for start-up 

costs, ensure their financial commitment to landowners and contractors, and to better schedule work into the future.      
 

5. Conditions of Payment. 
5.1. All services provided by the Grantee under this Grant Agreement must be performed to the State’s satisfaction, as set 

forth in this Agreement and in the BWSR approved work plan for this program. Compliance will be determined at the sole 
discretion of the State’s Authorized Representative and in accordance will all applicable federal, State, and local laws, 
policies, ordinances, rules, and regulations. The Grantee will not receive payment for work found by the State to be 
unsatisfactory or performed in violation of federal, state or local law. 

5.2. Minnesota Statutes §103C.401 (2018) establishes BWSR’s obligation to assure program compliance. If the noncompliance 
is severe, or if work under the grant agreement is found by BWSR to be unsatisfactory or performed in violation of federal, 
state, or local law, BWSR has the authority to require the repayment of grant funds or withhold payment on grants from 
other programs. 
 

6. Assignment, Amendments, and Waiver 
6.1. Assignment. The Grantee may neither assign nor transfer any rights or obligations under this Grant Agreement without the 

prior consent of the State and a fully executed Assignment Agreement, executed and approved by the same parties who 
executed and approved this Grant Agreement, or their successors in office.   

6.2. Amendments. Any amendments to this Grant Agreement must be in writing and will not be effective until it has been 
approved and executed by the same parties who approved and executed the original Grant Agreement, or their successors 
in office. Amendments must be executed prior to the expiration of the original agreement or any amendments thereto. 

6.3. Waiver. If the State fails to enforce any provision of this Grant Agreement, that failure does not waive the provision or its 
right to enforce it. 
 

7. Liability. 
The Grantee must indemnify, save, and hold the State, its agents, and employees harmless from any claims or causes of action, 
including attorney’s fees incurred by the State, arising from the performance of this Grant Agreement by the Grantee or the 
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Grantee’s agents or employees. This clause will not be construed to bar any legal remedies the Grantee may have for the State’s 
failure to fulfill its obligations under this Grant Agreement. 
 

8. State Audits. 
Under Minn. Stat. § 16B.98, Subd. 8, the Grantee’s books, records, documents, and accounting procedures and practices of the 
Grantee or other party relevant to this Grant Agreement or transaction are subject to examination by the Board and/or the 
State Auditor or Legislative Auditor, as appropriate, for a minimum of six years from the end of this Grant Agreement, receipt 
and approval of all final reports, or the required period of time to satisfy all State and program retention requirements, 
whichever is later. 
8.1. The books, records, documents, accounting procedures and practices of the Grantee and its designated local units of 

government and contractors relevant to this grant, may be examined at any time by the Board or Board’s designee and are 
subject to verification. The Grantee or delegated local unit of government will maintain records relating to the receipt and 
expenditure of grant funds.  

  
9. Government Data Practices. 

The Grantee and State must comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13, as it applies to all 
data provided by the State under this Agreement, and as it applies to all data created, collected, received, stored, used, 
maintained, or disseminated by the Grantee under this Grant Agreement. The civil remedies of Minn Stat. § 13.08 apply to the 
release of the data referred to in this clause by either the Grantee or the State. 
 

10. Workers’ Compensation. 
The Grantee certifies that it is in compliance with Minn. Stat. § 176.181, subd. 2, pertaining to workers’ compensation insurance 
coverage. The Grantee’s employees and agents will not be considered State employees. Any claims that may arise under the 
Minnesota Workers’ Compensation Act on behalf of these employees and any claims made by any third party as a consequence 
of any act or omission on the part of these employees are in no way the State’s obligation or responsibility. 
 

11. Publicity and Endorsement. 
11.1. Publicity. Any publicity regarding the subject matter of this Grant Agreement must identify the Board as the sponsoring 

agency. For purposes of this provision, publicity includes notices, informational pamphlets, press releases, research, 
reports, signs, and similar public notices prepared by or for the Grantee individually or jointly with others, or any 
subcontractors, with respect to the program, publications, or services provided resulting from this Grant Agreement. 

11.2. Endorsement. The Grantee must not claim that the State endorses its products or services 
 

12. Governing Law, Jurisdiction, and Venue. 
Minnesota law, without regard to its choice-of-law provisions, governs this Grant Agreement. Venue for all legal proceedings 
out of this Agreement, or its breach, must be in the appropriate State of federal court with competent jurisdiction in Ramsey 
County, Minnesota. 
 

13. Termination. 
13.1. The State may cancel this Grant Agreement at any time, with or without cause, upon 30 days’ written notice to the 

Grantee. Upon termination, the Grantee will be entitled to payment, determined on a pro rata basis, for services 
satisfactorily performed. 

13.2. In the event of a lawsuit, an appropriation from a Clean Water Fund is canceled to the extent that a court determines that 
the appropriation unconstitutionally substitutes for a traditional source of funding. 

13.3. The State may immediately terminate this grant contract in the State finds that there has been a failure to comply with the 
provisions of this grant contract, that reasonable progress has not been made or that the purposes for which the funds 
were granted have not been or will not be fulfilled. The State may take action to protect the interests of the State of 
Minnesota, including the refusal to disburse additional funds and requiring the return of all or part of the funds already 
disbursed. 
 

14. Data Disclosure. 
Under Minn. Stat. § 270C.65, Subd. 3, and other applicable law, the Grantee consents to disclosure of its social security number, 
federal employer tax identification number, and/or Minnesota tax identification number, already provided to the State, to 
federal and State tax agencies and State personnel involved in the payment of State obligations. These identification numbers 
may be used in the enforcement of federal and State tax laws which could result in action requiring the Grantee to file State tax 
returns and pay delinquent State tax liabilities, if any. 
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15. Prevailing Wage. 
It is the responsibility of the Grantee or contractor to pay prevailing wage for projects that include construction work of $25,000 
or more, prevailing wage rules apply per Minn. Stat. §§177.41 through 177.44. All laborers and mechanics employed by grant 
recipients and subcontractors funded in whole or in part with these State funds shall be paid wages at a rate not less than those 
prevailing on projects of a character similar in the locality. Bid requests must state the project is subject to prevailing wage.  
 

16. Municipal Contracting Law. 
Per Minn. Stat. §471.345, grantees that are municipalities as defined in Subd. 1 of this statute must follow the Uniform 
Municipal Contracting Law. Supporting documentation of the bidding process utilized to contract services must be included in 
the Grantee’s financial records, including support documentation justifying a single/sole source bid, if applicable. 
 

17. Constitutional Compliance. 
It is the responsibility of the Grantee to comply with requirements of the Minnesota Constitution regarding the use of Clean 
Water Funds to supplement traditional sources of funding. 
 

18. Signage. 
It is the responsibility of the Grantee to comply with requirements for project signage as provided in Minnesota Laws 2010, 
Chapter 361, Article 3, Section 5(b) for Clean Water Fund projects. 
 

19. Intellectual Property Rights. 
The State owns all rights, title, and interest in all of the intellectual property rights, including copyrights, patents, trade secrets, 
trademarks, and service marks in the Works and Documents created and paid for under this grant. Works means all inventions, 
improvements, discoveries, (whether or not patentable), databases, computer programs, reports, notes, studies, photographs, 
negatives, designs, drawings, specifications, materials, tapes, and disks conceived, reduced to practice, created or originated by 
the Grantee, its employees, agents, and subcontractors, either individually or jointly with others in the performance of this 
grant. Work includes “Documents.” Documents are the originals of any databases, computer programs, reports, notes, studies, 
photographs, negatives, designs, drawings, specifications, materials, tapes, disks, or other materials, whether in tangible or 
electronic forms, prepared by the Grantee, its employees, agents or subcontractors, in the performance of this grant. The 
Documents will be the exclusive property of the State and all such Documents must be immediately returned to the State by the 
Grantee upon completion or cancellation of this grant at the State’s request. To the extent possible, those Works eligible for 
copyright protection under the United State Copyright Act will be deemed to be “works made for hire.” The Grantee assigns all 
right, title, and interest it may have in the Works and the Documents to the State. The Grantee must, at the request of the State, 
execute all papers and perform all other acts necessary to transfer or record the State’s ownership interest in the Works and 
Documents. 

 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Grant Agreement to be duly executed intending to be bound thereby. 
 
 
Approved: 
 

Mille Lacs SWCD       Board of Water and Soil Resources 
 
   
By:     _______________________________________ By:    ____________________________________________   
    (print) 
         
           _______________________________________    
                               (signature)  
 
Title: _______________________________________               Title:  ____________________________________________      
 
 
Date: _______________________________________ Date: ____________________________________________  
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Mille Lacs Soil & Water Conservation District _(current year)_   Mille Lacs SWCD is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

Project Summary 

A Mille Lacs County landowner is doing a grassed waterway 
project on their Isanti County property. During the staking of 
the project the NRCS engineer noticed a problem causing him 
to change the practice design to include a tile line as part of 
one of the waterways. NRCS cannot change their contract and 
Isanti SWCD isn’t able to address the project until almost De-
cember. We are proposing that we cost share on 75% of the 
cost of the tile line. 

400’ of tile at $3 a foot= $1,200 75% of the = $900 

The project is in a priority area of the Rum River Watershed 
(Stanchfield Creek watershed). The creek is listed as impaired 
for nutrients and dissolved oxygen. The overall project is esti-
mated to save  31.81 T/yr for sediment, 9.04lbs a year phos-
phorus. 

Project Status: 
Initiated _/_/_ 
Contract approved _/_/_ 
Completed _/_/_ 

Funding:  
Estimated total cost of project: 
$_1,200__ 

Implementation assistance: 
$_900__ 

Landowner cost: $_300__ 

Resource Concern: 
Gully soil erosion 

Cooperators: 
Mille Lacs Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District (SWCD) 

Milaca NRCS field office 

Funder: Minnesota Board of Water 
and Soil Resources 
(BWSR) 

Landowner:  Jere 
Lundberg 

Contractor: 

Location: 
Stanchfield Creek wa-
tershed. 

Grassed Waterway 
Landowner: Jere Lundberg 

Photo caption 

Place watershed map here 

Photo caption 

7.e.ii.
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8.c.


	6.a. Staff Board Report_Program Activities_2019_1009
	Purpose: This report is intended to provide a moderately detailed summary of actions taken over the course of a month to maintain progress on district work plan goals and priorities. The report is not all inclusive of district activities as a whole, n...
	Mille Lacs Lake Watershed Management Group Administration; Process for setting goals and achieving outcomes; Develop effective community engagement – Ms. Gallice completed a Shoreland Stewardship Plan for a family owned property near Izaty’s resort. M...
	Ms. Maslowski is working with the group to transition into 2020. Ms. Maslowski and Ms. Shaw are meeting one on one with individuals and creating templates to facilitate discussion of the transitions.
	Compass Lake Stewardship process for organizing active citizens – Ms. Maslowski attended an additional two site visits with landowners interested in a further role. She is working with Aitkin technician to get questions answered and new shoreland stew...
	Ms. Maslowski participated in the opening of the We Are Water Exhibit on September 21. She provided discussion and information at the Compass booth.
	Wahkon Stormwater Management Grant – The City of Wahkon has chosen SEH as the contractor that will create their stormwater management plan. SEH has reviewed the contract language and has requested some changes. These changes are being reviewed by the ...
	Minnesota Pollution Control Agency - Watershed Pollutant Load Monitoring Network (WPLMN) Contract – Ms. Maslowski continues to collect samples for MPCA.
	Buffer Implementation – Mr. Field did some buffer mapping. Mille Lacs County has five non-compliant parcels owned by one landowner.
	Soil Health – Mr. Field continues to assist landowners in both Mille Las and Isanti Counties on their cover crops.
	Minnesota Agriculture Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) – Mr. Field had a site visit with a new landowner in Mille Lacs County. The landowner decided to sign up for the program and Mr. Field has started the process. The landowner signed up ...
	Mr. Field had a site visit in Isanti County to certify their cover crop practice and collect a couple signatures for their farm certification. Mr. Field is currently waiting on some documentation to certify their cover crops and will be submitting the...
	Project Development – Mr. Field has been continuing to check in with his cover crop landowners. He is also working with the NRCS to assist a Mille Lacs County landowner with their grassed waterway on their Isanti County property. The landowner has sig...
	Rental Equipment – The Truax was rented two times and planted 43.4 acres. The Tye was rented one time and planted 12 acres.
	NRCS Coordination – Mr. Field continues to complete the USDA farm report survey every week on behalf of the NRCS.
	Records Management, Records Retention Schedule, Policies – No Activity
	Financial, Budget, Grant Tracking, Reporting, Etc. –
	 Signed grant agreements were sent to BWSR for approval.
	 Quarterly taxes were completed
	 Invoices were sent to Sherburne SWCD for 1W1P planning grant, to Carlton SWCD for MAQWCP grant and to MPCA for the WPLMN contract for water sampling
	SWCD Comprehensive Plan = Mille Lacs County Comprehensive Local Water Management Plan – The meeting will be held October 8. The Advisory committee will review progress on the water plan goals identified for 2019. A guest speaker from the US Fish and W...
	One Watershed One Plan (1W1P) Rum River – Ms. Maslowski continues to work with Ms. Shaw on the outreach plan and participate in meetings. The Implementation Advisory Committee is forming. This committee will be comprised of member from around the wate...
	One Watershed One Plan (1W1P) Snake River – staff have met several times to schedule and initial meeting of the Steering committee to plan for work plan development and Policy Committee orientation.
	MASWCD Local Government Water Roundtable Workgroup on Watershed-based Funding – No future meeting planned. FY20-21 Implementation funding has been announced by the BWSR Board.
	Nitrate Clinics – Ms. Kuchenbaker will be testing well water for nitrates at the October 17th OCC Event in Milaca.
	Youth Education
	Conservation Awareness Day Event –– Done for 2019
	Envirothon Event – Done for 2019
	Education Program Enhancement – No Activity
	Rainfall Monitoring – Ms. Kuchenbaker submitted monthly totals.
	AgBMP Loan Program – Current funds available for immediate use are $2,196.35.
	General Public Assistance – Ms. Gallice is assisting the Princeton Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to track down the status of 23 wells within the city’s well head protection area. These wells were originally drilled by MCPA to monitor a Superfund c...
	Ms. Gallice has completed three more project site inspections. Projects must be inspected the first, fifth and ninth year after installation. Project inspections are shared with landowners and are a good opportunity to discuss project maintenance and ...
	Ag Technical JAA – October 11 deadline is fast approaching to track JAA through the BWSR elink web portal.
	MN St Croix Civic Organizing Agency (leadership cohort) – Ms. Maslowski continues to attend the meeting to build upon her work plan strategies. Ms. Shaw is working to describe the changes that have been incorporated deep into the way the SWCD does its...
	Notices/Reporting/Training/Regional Meetings – Ms. Gallice attended the District 2 meeting on September 12th. Highlights include: - MDA is looking at developing a Seed Advisory Committee similar to the Weed Advisory Committee to track invasive element...
	Ms. Shaw was contacted by the city of Princeton for assistance in planning and funding the control and removal of invasive phragmites reed from the waste water treatment ponds.
	Ms. Kuchenbaker is coordinating final reporting for the FY19 MDA weed control grant. The FY20 grant RFP has just been released. Staff will need to coordinate with ML county to apply.
	Noxious Weed Monitoring & Recommendation to Local Weed Managers – Ms. Gallice reviewed five utility permits for noxious weeds in ROWs.  Ms. Gallice is working with the City of Foreston to deal with a complaint about Tansy and Canada thistle on a prope...
	Biological Control – No Activity
	Local Land Manager Weed Meeting – Done for 2019
	IRMV Plan Update – No Activity
	Noxious Weed Management Effectiveness Assessment – Initial assessment done. No Activity
	Pesticide Test Monitoring – No Activity
	Seed Sampling – Done for 2019
	Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) – New wetland violations keep coming. Ms. Shaw is slowing working through the process of site assessment, restoration order development and certification of progress on those going through court.
	Wetland Outreach – Ms. Kuchenbaker and Ms. Shaw are working with Dillon Hayes to provide guidance to townships which will include the offer of individual meetings with interested townships to get all their questions answered.
	Facebook – Ms. Kuchenbaker updated Facebook with fall colors.  The page grew by 6 followers and 5 likes (total followers 414 and total likes 370) this month. The week of September 15th was septic smart week, each day Ms. Kuchenbaker posted a helpful tip.
	Website – Ms. Kuchenbaker updated the website with fall colors and found some other items for updating.
	County Quarterly Newsletter – No Activity
	Staff Representation at Meetings – Ms. Shaw attended. It was a brief meeting followed by a staff 1W1P planning discussion.
	SRW Projects – No Activity
	Drinking Water Supply Management Area Plan Review – City of Princeton provided notice they will be updating their plan. Ms. Shaw will provide a response in coordination with MLC Public health and/or Environmental Services.
	Observation Well Monitoring – Observation well measurements were taken on September 17th, 2019.
	Well Sealing Projects – Ms. Gallice is working with a landowner to seal two large hand dug wells in Onamia. The landowner obtained four cost-estimates but they ranged from $975 to $3,250. Ms. Gallice has asked the landowner to go back to the contracto...
	County Geologic Atlas – Ms Shaw requested “testimonials” from users of completed atlas’ from the MN Geologic Society.
	Tree Program – Ms. Kuchenbaker and Ms. Gallice started the 2020 tree species list. Ms. Kuchenbaker emailed Wolcyn tree farm to see if they would be able to get the desired species. Ms. Kuchenbaker also reached out to the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe to s...
	Forestry Committee/Area Forester – Morrison SWCD notified us that Oak Wilt has been identified on a parcel in ML county which would be eligible for their grant assistance to control with a barrier. Ms. Shaw coordinated with the DNR to find out what th...
	It seems like the forests north of Princeton zone, in Mille Lacs L. Co., are relatively diverse and soils are presumably not really sandy, so the potential impact of oak wilt is less. However, the risk for any landowners with higher quality northern r...
	Between, 2005 and 2014, oak wilt wasn’t on DNR Forest Health staff’s radar in all of central and southern MN due to job changes, the end of a federal grant, and vacancies. The DNR is missing good distribution data over much of MN.
	Moving forward, SWCD staff will coordinate with Tony Miller, DNR forester in Mora to do web-based reporting of confirmed sites identified by DNR staff.
	Signage – No Activity
	Easement Inspection – Ms. Gallice completed two scheduled RIM inspections. All Rim easements are inspected every three years. All inspections for 2019 have been completed and reported to BWSR.
	Exploring New RIM for Rum River Watershed – Next Rum River partnership staff meeting to discuss will be October 14.

	7.d. FY20 Capacity and FY20 Buffer Law Grant Agreement
	4.4. This grant is an advance payment.  Advance payments allow the grantee to have adequate operating capital for start-up costs, ensure their financial commitment to landowners and contractors, and to better schedule work into the future.
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