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Rural Preserves Property Tax Program (RPPTP) Conservation Management Plan (CMP) 
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Approved of RPPTP Planner Criteria:

Anyone interested in writing Conservation Management Plans (CMP) in Mille Lacs County, to meet the requirements of the Rural Preserves Property Tax Program (RPPTP), must first meet the following requirements and be approved by the Mille Lacs SWCD Board of Supervisors prior to writing an RPPTP Conservation Management Plan in Mille Lacs County.  The Mille Lacs SWCD will maintain a current list of approved plan writers.
Following are the minimum criteria CMP writers will need to demonstrate they meet:

· Post secondary education in natural resource field such as: natural resource management, forestry, soils, or other related field determined adequate by the SWCD; 
OR
· Certified plan writer under an existing program such as a Certified Stewardship Plan writer, as approved by the MN Forest Stewardship Committee, a MN Tree Farm Inspector certified by the Society of American Foresters or a Technical Service Provider registered as a Certified Conservation Planner with the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  All of these will be reviewed by the SWCD Board of Supervisors to assure the certification type matches the resource type the plan will cover.
AND
· At least two years professional experience in the natural resource field.

· Submission of a brief resume to the Mille Lacs SWCD outlining these qualifications. 

· CMP planner approval is subject to revocation by the SWCD board based upon quality of plans and plan acceptance rate. 

Follow this link to view the list of approved plan writers…view
Fees Associated with Plan Approval:
SWCD will provide Conservation Management Plan (CMP) development for the following fees:

· $150 minimum and $50 per hour after the first 3 hours for plans written by SWCD.  This fee is charged to cover the cost to meet with landowner, provide a site visit which is mandatory with each plan written, write plan, and review with landowner.
· $50 per plan for SWCD staff to review and approve plans submitted by qualified approved plan writers.
Authorized Plan Approval:
· The District Manager and/or the District Conservation Technician of the Mille Lacs SWCD are authorized to approve all conservation management plans written for the RPPTP.  The District Manager and/or the District Conservation Technician shall not approve plans that they wrote themselves.  

Timeline Required For Approval:
To be determined after May 1, 2010.
· Based on number of plans requested of the SWCD and geographic location (will likely attempt to address by township or region)
· All CMPs written by the SWCD must include a site visit.  This site visit will be conducted during the growing season (approx April – Sept).  
· The SWCD anticipates needing 90 days to complete requests for plans.  

· Keeping in mind time required for completed plans to have covenants recorded and approved by the County Assessor.

The Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) serves as the approval authority of the CMP program (MS 273.114). The SWCD shall develop the plan approval process, including, but not limited to: 


Approval of RPPTP Planner Criteria


Establishing fees associated with plan approval 


Identifying who will be authorized to approve plans. Board or staff may serve in this role. Consideration should be given to separation of duties if delegated to staff. 


Establishing timeline required for approval. Keep in mind that the annual deadline of May 1st for landowners to present completed plan and recorded covenant to County Assessor. 
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